A.P. U.S. History Reading Assignment 
Day 3
Directions: Read the following primary source and write one paragraph (5-6 sentences) to answer the following 2 questions. Your paragraph can be handwritten, but points will be deducted for repeated grammar, spelling, & punctuation. Remember, late reading assignments are not accepted (unless you were absent).
Question 1: What is Richard concerned about? Why do you think he wrote home? 
Question 2: Given these conditions, how do you think the British colonies in America survived? 
Get the Merriam-Webster app for android & IPhone
Remember – if there is a word here that you don’t understand even after you look it up, write it down on your response and we’ll discuss it in class later. It is better to figure it out now than miss a question on the test!! 
Transcript


…This is to let you understand that I your child am in a most heavy case by reason of the country, [which] is such that it causeth much sickness, [such] as the scurvy and the bloody flux and diverse other diseases, which maketh the body very poor and weak. And when we are sick there is nothing to comfort us; for since I came out of the ship I never ate anything but peas, and loblollie (that is, water gruel). As for deer or venison I never saw any since I came into this land. There is indeed some fowl, but we are not allowed to go and get it, but must work hard both early and late for a mess of water gruel and a mouthful of bread and beef. Oh! That they were in England without their limbs and would not care to lose any limb to be in England again, yea, though they beg from door to door.


…And I have nothing to comfort me, nor is there nothing to be gotten here but sickness and death, except [in the event] that one had money to lay out in some things for profit. But I have nothing at all no, not a shirt to my back but two rags (2), nor clothes but one poor suit, nor but one pair of shoes, but one pair of stockings, but one cap, [and] but two bands [collars]. My cloak is stolen by one of my fellows, and to his dying hour [he] would not tell me what he did with it; but some of my fellows saw him have butter and beef out of a ship, which my cloak, I doubt [not], paid for. So that I have not a penny, nor a penny worth, to help me to either spice or sugar or strong waters, without the which one cannot live here. For as strong beer in England doth fatten and strengthen them, so water here doth wash and weaken these here [and] only keeps [their] life and soul together. But I am not half [of] a quarter so strong as I was in England, and all is for want of victuals; for I do protest unto you that I have eaten more in [one] day at home than I have allowed me here for a week. 


Richard Frethorne


Indentured servant in Virginia, 1623








